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e didn’t stop
because we didn’t
believe in ourselves,
or we didn’t get
along,” explains
Bruce, wearing his

woolly hat indoors, as many
Americans tend to do when
visiting London, “We
stopped because it just kind
of grinded to a halt without
the label continuing on and
supporting us. And music
changed a lot then, so it was
hard to carry on. I got
involved in other things, and
so did John and the guys.”

Union, comprising ex-KISS
guitarist Kulick, former
Mötley Crüe frontman Corabi
and Vince Neil’s rhythm
section of Jamie Hunting
(bass) and Brent Fitz
(drums), released their debut
eponymous album in 1998
followed by a live album in
1999 and a second studio
album in 2000 before
stopping. With an excellent
new live DVD out via Bruce’s
website (www.kulick.net;
which is now the only place

for official Union information following the demise of the
official Union site some years ago) the desire to play the

music has returned.
“About a year after [we did our other things] we got

back together (with Hunting and Fitz) to do some warm-
up shows which turn out to be the DVD, for which we

went to Argentina. That was great. So we went to Japan
earlier this year, and Eric Singer filled in on drums,
which was very kind, and with that happening it made
ESP (Eric Singer Project, also featuring Kulick and
Corabi) want to tour again, and with that happening it
made me and John say “well, let’s do a Union tour”,
we’d talked about it, but hadn’t, so let’s do it! The way
it was put together was very guerrilla. People were
emailing me and saying “who do I contact” so I put
them in touch with my tour manager guy and we were
able to put these ten shows together.”

“It’s a lot of fun. If you have an enthusiastic crowd,
you’re happy. People normally ask the question, “What’s
the difference between arenas and clubs?” (why would
anyone ask that question? Surely it’s freakin’ obvious?),
but the point for us is just to have a good time and play,
and we enjoy the music we play, so it means a lot,
especially because we’re certainly not over-exposed in
Europe at all.”

Now with Cinderella drummer Fred Coury and Alice
Cooper bassist Chuck Garric in tow, the band is more
flamboyant and entertaining than ever. John said on
stage in London that he’s never laughed so hard and
had so much fun on tour before. And with Garric
bringing his superb Gene Simmons impression (“Yeah,
Chuck can do a great Gene, so we’ve picked some of the
best songs for that”) to the live show, the band’s
repertoire has expanded to include even more classic
hard-rocking KISS songs like I Love It Loud, God of
Thunder and Unholy to add to the already highly potent
mixture of Union originals, KISS, Mötley Crüe and The
Scream (John’s pre-Crüe band).

However, unfortunately, we can’t expect a brand new
Union album to immediately follow this tour. That’s not

to say there won’t be one, just not right away.
“It’s possible. I mean, John and I have a great

chemistry together, but it’s not like we’ve made a plan
yet. I don’t want to lie to you and say “oh yeah, we’re

There’s not a lot of real hard rock music around anymore.
No, The Darkness absolutely do not count. Bands just
aren’t making good honest heavy music with passion.
Everything’s either trying to be commercial, or it’s heavy
metal of some denomination or another. The middle-ground
has become somewhat of a no-man’s-land, and for this
reason, amongst others, the return of Union is a
momentous and much needed event. Not to mention the
fact that they’ve never toured Europe and the UK before.
Burn caught up with guitarist Bruce Kulick and frontman
John Corabi on the London stop of the tour to get an
update on all things rock. 

Words: Andy Lye
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“Were certainly not over-exposed in Europe at all” – Bruce Kulick
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